March 1?, 196$ 


Mr. Jerry E. Tralins 
Jerry’s Coin Shop 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Mr. Tralinst 

The Fugio Dollar variety 3-D which you forwarded 
weighs 277 grains and has a specific gravity of 7.8. It 
is unusual in that its circumference is very ovaloid and 
irregular, the largest diameter being 1-9/16” and the 
smaller diameter being 1-19/32”. This results in the links 
for the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 
being partially cut off at the rira of the coin. This is 
strange as all planchets I have seen are round and uniform. 

The edge overlaps the South Carolina and Georgia links which 
would indicate that the edge design was rolled on after the 
piece was made. This is strange. There is only a trace of 
the die break through the center of the links and it looks 
cast, not struck. This die break occurred when the die was 
hardened by cooling. J he coin is very weak in the E of FECIT 
and in the 6 of the date, but this could occur in striking. 

Most of the reverse is much weaker than the front, 
particularly the links of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
and Maryland, and this is strange. On the back the M in 
AMERIGA appears to have defects which are cast and not the 
result of damage to the coin itself. The defect in the New 
Hampshire link is obviously actual damage to this coin itself. 
On the obverse the dent in the C of CONTINENTAL also appears 
to be cast and not the result of damage to the coin. There 
are other letters which have dents which appear cast rather 
than from damage to this coin. The edge design is exceedingly 
worn looking and weak when compared to the condition of the 
coin as a whole. 

Unfortunately, the lumps and holes oan occur in pewter 
strikings and so this does not seem to affect the matter 
either way. 
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March 17, 1 965 


Mr. Jerry E.Tralins 
Jerry's Coin Shop 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 


Otherwise the coin looks quite normal. If it is a 
cast it is an excellent one. I cannot understand how the edge 
floral design could be put on after the face designs were 
put on, but the edge rolling device would have to do tricks 
to handle deviations in diameter. 

Because there were dangerous casts 90 years ago, I 
suspect this may be one of there. If I were sure T would 
say so. I am not. I feel the piece could best be tested 
by nondestructive X-ray spectroscopy for chemical content 
and for cast vs. striking by X-ray fluorescence. This 
is just one of the many pieces where I do not find a 
positive clue one way or the other on visual examination* 
Pewter is the easiest material to cast and that makes it 
quite difficult. Perhaps the opinion of another person 
would help. 


Sincerely, 


EPH/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


April 21, 1966 


Hr. Jerry Tralins 
168 Hialeah Frive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Jerry: 

The reverse imprint of the Massachusetts Bay note 
is a reproduction used for an illustration in some 
book or magazine. I am returning it herewith. 

It night have been the article in Harpers in 1862 
or something in that period. It is not from the 
original copper plate of Paul Revere. 

I am always glad to be of service to you. 

Kindest personal regards. 


ERIC P. NE WAV 


Enclosure 


k 


Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous for Fairness ” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 


JERRY E. TRALINS 

MEMBERS: 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
RCDA 
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April 23, 1965 


Mr. Jerry E. Tralins 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr. Tralins: 

I return herewith the Fugio Dollar with a separate opinion. 

X am returning the restrike of the Plantation FartMng. 

I am returning both 1791 Washington trial pieces, wh _ > ch are 
genuine original trials, as far as T can see. 

I would be interested in buying the uniface piece, but try 
to sell it at the price you are asking, and if poti do not, you 
certainly are free to resubmit it to me. 

I, definitely, would like to have pictures of the Washington 
die trials. 

I am returning the 1786 Connecticut copper Miller 2(2) A, as 
ray own specimen, fortunately, is superior. 

As to the 1787 1(W), its condition ia far poorer than you 
indicated to me and I am going to try to suggest something in 
connection with it as soon as I can. 

The 1791 Washington pieces were manufactured by Obediah 
Westwood. The dies were made by Hancock. 

I certainly enjoyed working on the interesting pieces you 
presented and an s orry I could not send the Continental Dollar 
and Plantation token to Walter to use the X-ray equipment on 
the West Coast. In any event I am always glad to be helpful 
and would certainly like to buy interesting items at reasonable 
prices. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely ycurs. 


P.O.Box 1U020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


EPH/atb 


CERTIFIED VAIL 


April 23, 196^ 


Mr. Jerry E. Tralins 
Jerry's Coin Shop 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Mr. Tralins: 

I have studied the Fugio Dollar, variety 3-D, 
which you forwarded for an opinion. 

The weight is 277 grains, the specific gravity 
is 7.8. It is somewhat irregular in its circumfer- 
ence from 70° to 190 °, giving it an oval shape in that 
area. The leaves on theedge are normal and the oval 
portion may have occurred by virtue of the planchet 
being of improper size, or the planchet being hot, when 
rolled in the Castaign machine. ?he reverse is much 
weaker than the obverse. The E in FECIT is very 
weak. Ihe K in AMERICA, on the reverse, has defects 
which are difficult to explain as they do not appear 
to be damage to the coin itself. 

I see nothing which would lead me to any other 
conclusion than that the ooin is genuine. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. SEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/fe tb 


Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous for Fairness” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 


jerry E. tralins April 28, I 965 

MEMBERS: 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
RCDA 


MR. ERIC F NEWMAN 

C/0 ERIC P NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 CECIL AVE 
ST LOUIS MISSOURI 

DEAR MR. NEWMAN 


I received all my material back and greatly appreciate the 
time and the nice letters you sent accompaning the coins. I 
noticed you held the 1787 1(W) Conn Copper. If you would like 
I would like to make you a present of this peice and any amount 
you deemed it worth, please donate to your society. It is indeed 
a pleasure for me to find someone as well versed in numismatics 
it is my fondess dream to acquire the knowledge that so few 
people in coins have today. I would greatly appreciate any 
new information on early american coins that may come to your 
attention and if at any time i can be of ssi stance to you in 
any of your research projects I will indeed jump at the chance 
also I will have Photos in exact scale taken of the two die 
trials of Large eagle cent and mail at earliest convenience. 


I know you would like to have the Uniface Die Trial and 
I suppose now its a question of "HORSETRAD ING" ha ha Please 
let me know your counter offer and lets see how far apart we 
are. Please advise at your earliest conveniencd. 

Kindest regards 



168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 


P.S. PLEASE EXCUSE THE LOUSY TYPING 


Form #105 


TO 


Mr. Jerry Tralina 


MEMORANDUM May 3, 1965 

From Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr. Tralinss 

I have written to get information on the Washington 
pieces and will advise you as soon as I get a reply. 


EPN/atb 


May 3, 1965 


Mr. Jerry E.Tralins 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Mr. Tralins: 

Ve are very grateful for your donation of the 
1?87 Connecticut copper, Miller Variety l-VV, 

Mr .Ned Barnsley and ourselves are working on 
a book on the coinage of Connecticut coppers and, in 
due course, this will be published. 

It is a pleasure to know that you are so en- 
thusiastic for knowledge concerning coinage history and 
we are always ready to be helpful, if we can, in supply- 
ing information on American coinage and currency. 


M-nc erely yours. 



ERIC P. VSVMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E?N/atb 


Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous for Fairness” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 

JERRY E. TR ALINS 

members: May 6 , 1 9 6 5 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
RCDA 


MR. ERIC P. NEWMAN 
F.O. BOX 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63178 


Dear Mr. Newman 

I just received your Memorandum RE: ANS Notes by 
Walter Breen, I would greatly appreciate you having 
the notes sent to you as 1 would love to read them 
I have absolutely no way of getting to New York and 
would appreciate any information you could send on 
the Die Trials of 1791 Large Eagle. To the bast of 
my knowledge there has never been, am attempt to list 
all the known Trials and I think it would be Interesting 
to see all the known pieces I believe much could be 
learned about these pieces as this in my opinion is 
the first Real Washington Piece to bear an exact likeness 
of Washington, and a comparison of all trial pieces 
would undoubtedly reveal many differences and an attempt 
could be made to list all known dies by variety. I 
have no intention of having this published but would 
like to offer it to you as you are working along these 
lines and feel it would be an interesting inclusion 
on your pending revision of Baker's Book. 

Incidentally I received an immediate answer to 
my letter to Stack's and they said it would take 
several months but they would be glad to send me a 
list of all the Die Trials knwon to them and prices 
realized etc. Any suggestions you may have to help 
me in this fascinating program would indeed be highlv 
valued. 


Kindest Regards 


SINCERELY YOURS 


DEAR ERIC 




JUST A NOTE TO TELL YOU 
I OIDNT FORGET, TO GET. THE i 
PHOTOS TAKEN OF THE #D I E 
TRIALS. A MY PHOTOGRAPHER 
WENT ON VACATION BEFORE I 
COULD HA VE THEM TAKEN. HE 
WILL RETURN IN A FEW WEEKJs, 


AS SOON AS HE DOES YOU CAN^'BE 

SURE I WILL SENO YOU SCALE 

PHOTOS. ALSO ANY INFO AS 

TO EDGE LETTERING ETC IN 

REF TO THESE PIECES WOULD 

BE GRfiATLY APPR ECI ACTED . 
KINDEST REGARDS, 


"fa 


August 5, 1965 


Mr. Jerry Tr aline 


Eric P. New. '.an 


Dear Jerry: 

1 was still holding your correspondence from earlier this 
year, hoping that you would send me the pictures which you were 
going to have taken of the two Washington pieces which you sent 
me for examination. 

I hope by now Stacks have sent you some information, although 
these things have a tendency to be neglected. In any event, I 
have not forgotten you and am trying to assemble such information 
on Washington trials as I can. 

I hope you are full of enthusiasm, as always, and enjoying 
the excitement of numismatics. 


Sincerely, 


E N/atb 


August 13, 196^ 


1 > 

t 

Mr. Jerry Tralins 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jerry? 

I hope you will send me good pictures of your Washington 
pieces. You have to use low angle side lighting. 

Your interest in the Mew England stiver is a surprise. 
There is no evidence whatsoever that this is a coin of any kind. 
Many believe it is a made-up phoney. Your attribution of the 
initials is certainly a novel one and entirely new. It is, of 
course, not very logical for a New York silversmith to make a 
New England coin but, of course, this is possible. 

I have used the Wyler book for many years and am glad 
that you discovered it for yourself. 

There are over 1*00 signatures on Continental Bills of 
Credit and I am listing them in my hew book on the subject and 
you will see Mr. Thomas Morris and Mr. Lewis Morris are included 
in the list. 

I am sorry I will not be able to be at Houston but I 
did read that Sidney Smith's son became engaged to a St. Louis 
girl, as he went to school here. 

Would you let me know, by return mail, what are the 
rare pieces of Colonial paper money which you have available. 

I like this field. 

As to the matter of the Washington die trials, I noticed 
that one is illustrated in the Catalogue of the Exhibition of 
United States and Colonial Coins, published in l?lli, and held 
at the A.N.S., in New York. It is on Plate 8, described on page 
1L, and 1 as exhibited by Hillyer Ryder. It is the same coin 
described by Crosby on page 352. 

You are absolutely right that some silversmiths did 
produce coins in their spare time and I have been working on 
counterfeit coppers, for years. Some of them were casts, as you 
say, but the smiths who did them did not leave their identifi- 
cation mar cs . Tne only clue I have is when they were arrested. 

Your letter is so full of enthusiasm at your discovery 
I think you ought to write up your fifadings and have them pub- 
iished in one of the magazines, after you study other work by 


My very best wishes. 


E'N/a tb 


Sincerely, 


P.O.Box 11*020 

St. Louis, Misso uri 63178 


October 15, 1965 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Jerry t 

I have not heard from you in answer to my letter 
of August 13 and suggest you dig it up and take up the 
open items. 

* have a big surprise for you. The New England 
Stiver was sent to me for study. It was the first time I 
ever saw the coin and my opinion is sought. What a miser- 
able opinion it is going to be. 

I am firmly convinced that the evidence I have 
is sound that it is an artificial piece made up for a 
coin collector. It is based on the fact that letter punches 
were used to make the backwards M rather than a diemaker’s 
inexperience. When you make a letter punch it is exactly 
the sane as you write and any person who made up letter 
punches would never make an N backwards. 

I may write this up for The Numismatist with 
Tots of additional detail and thought about including your 
ideas just to give the matter sone more interest. I will, 
naturally, give you credit for your thoughts. I wanted 
to be sure it was all right with you. The way I would 
express it is merely that you have suggested the possibility 
of the initials representing Venderspiegel's. 

Isn’t this a world of coincidences. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E N/e tb 


October 27, 1965 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 


Eric n . Newman 


Dear Jerry: 


It was nice of you to send me all the interesting items 
which you recently acquired. / strange thing happened. I°promptly 
looked to see if I had your New Jersey counterfeit in my collection 
and found that I had a genuine one. I then went through my dupli- 
cates and there I found a counterfeit, just like yours, so I had 
a genuine and counterfeit pair without knowing it'. Without your 
having sent me your note I never would have realized it. 

I thinkyour counterfeit is too cheap. It is not a Tory 
counterfeit, as it is a regular counterfeit of the Colonial per- 
iod made and passed by crooked crooks. It is enclosed. 

- e ^ irginiapiece I have. All of this issue are numbered 
in red ink. It is enclosed. 


The enclosed Pennsylvania altered piece is unusual. I 
have the three pence and the eighteen pence in genuine notes of 

the issue but I do not collect alterations other than those which 
came my way by chance. 


I also have 
piece - some portions 
not quite so clear. 


the Fugio variety 1-L. It is equal to your 
of your piece being better, some portions 
It is a rare type and is enclosed. 


>.be enclosed Pine Tree 15-0 I found I already had. 
Now, let's get down tothe 1780 Pennsylvania note: 


. . 1 waat to assure you that there are four specimens I 

already know of and which are recorded in my list. It just so 

issue 1 h8Ve J du P lic8te of the 5 shilling of the identical 

r n Ky / eCOr S s * ow is just as rare as the 10 shilling, 

in i S eaclosed and ls m the same condition as your 

s.ixiiing note. I am sure you can sell theone as easily as the 

5 fll He ? 0 U and a T eCi8te “ if yOU WOuld 1 et me exchange the 

h ior the 10 and give you a bonus consisting of an absolutelv 

pe £ fect f 7 note of the Continental Congress No. 7 8l360 
29,1775, Would you aocopt this bonuf lor the 3 
exchange . It is all enclosed. 


Stivpr n0t g °* n ? t0 rush about writing up the New England 

It 1 ™ * nd if y0U ”® nt t0 write up y° ur theory, first, please do 
o / r anythin e specific which you need. I believe your 

reference 8 encoura S e the use of books, particularly the Wylers 


Kindest regards. 


EPN/atb 


Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous for Fairness” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 


JERRY E. TR ALINS 

MEMBERS: 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
RCDA 


DEAR ERIC: 


I HOPE A COUPLR OF THESE WILL BE WELCOME ADDITIONS 
TO YOUR COLLECTION. I WILL TRY AND HAVE SOME NEW INFORMATION 
ON SOME OF THE WASHINGTON PIECES(DIE TRIALS) IF EVER I WILL HEAR 
FROM STACK'S ETC. 

IT WOULD BE FINE WITH ME IF YOU CHOSE TO WRITE UP THE NEW ENGLAND 
STIVER ANO USE MY PORTION OF THE LETTER I SENT YOU 

I WILL WORK UP MY PORTION ONLY AS A HYPOTHESIS AND 
POSSIBILITY, I WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE SOME INFORMATION TO ADD TO 
MY WRITE UPT IN REFERENCE TO YOUR NEW DISCOVERY AND NATURALLY FULL 
CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN BUT MY ARTICLE WILL JUST BE FOOO FOR THOUGHT 
AND IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT IT MAY MOVE SOME OTHER PERSON 
TO USE SEYMOUR WYLERS REFERENCE AND PERHAPS FIND SOME NOB VARIETY 
OR PERHAPS THE NAME OF A FELLOW WHO MADE SOMETHING OR OTHER OF I KTEREST 
TO US ALL 

KINDEST REGARDS 


JERRY 


Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous fo?' Fairness ” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 

HIALEAH, FLORIDA 

NOV 10, 1965 

JERRY E. TR ALINS 

MEMBERS: 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
RCDA 


MR. ERIC P. NEWMAN 
P.O.BOX 14020 
ST. LOUIS MISSOURI 


DEAR ERIC: I AM VERY WELL SATISFIED WITH YOUR LATEST TRADE AND 
FEEL YOUR TRADE VERY FAIR AND THANK YOU. INCIDENTALLY I HAVE ACQUIRED 
A LARGE GROUF OF UNCANCELLED MASSACHUSETTS NOTES APPROX 50 PIECES BUT 
ONLY TWO COMPLETE SETS AND NOTHING EXTRA ORDINARY ABOUT THEM. 

THIS WEEK END MY GOOD FRIEND SID SMITH WILL BE IN ST LOU I SB AT 
THE CHASE PARK HOTEL COIN SHOW AND I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU COULD 
STOP BY THERE AND EXAMINE AN 1858 OVER 1857 SUSPECTED PROOF COPPER NICKEL 
CENT IF THIS IS THE CASE IT IS ABSOLUTELY UNIQUE AND OF THE GREATEST RARITY 
THIS PIECE HAS TWO CONFEDERATE PUNCH MARKS ON THE REVERSE BELOW THE SHIELD 
ABO SID WOULD VALUE YOUR OPINION VERY HIGHLY. I ALSO WILL GIVE HIM A 
1921 PROOF MORGAN DOLLAR FOR YOUR INSPECTION THIS IS I BELIEVE THE KXK 
SIXTH KNOWN SPECIMEN AND I WOULD VALUE YOUR OPINION VERY HIGHLY. I READ 
A LETTER OF AUTHENTICATION ON A SIMILAR SPECIMEN AND IT COINCIDES WITH MY 
PIECE TO THE LETTER WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A WEAKNESS IN DETAIL ON THE REVERSE 
WREATH BUT THE PIECE I OWN XAKXXX IS DEFINATELY FROM THE PROOF DIES STRUCK 
FOR FARRAN ZBRBE (AS THERE WERE FILE MARKS IN THE OIE INSIDE THE REVERSE 
BOW NOT ) WHICH IS VERY OBVIOUS ON MY SPECIMEN. 

SIDNEY HAS ASSURED ME THAT IF YOU WOULD INSPECT* HISFINDX HE WOULD MAKE 
A N1 °E C 0M^jjBUT10|!LJm_^QUR FOUNDATION K THANKS 
FREQUENT 




KMQOEST/^EGAROS 


November 16, 1965 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 
Jerry's Coin Shop 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Jerry: 

I went to see Sidney Smith, at the coin show 
in St. Louis, as you suggested, end he had Dr.Wolfson 
show me the U.S. copper-nickel cent alleged to be 1858 
over 1357 with Confederate punch marks. 

It is my opinion that this coin is a standard 
1853 cent and that the three punch marks on the back are 
not punch marks but are little squares of r:e tal which 
have been cut out of the coin. I consider the coin merely 
a mutilated cent. 

- also examined the 1921 Morgan Dollar end feel 
it is a polished uncirculated olece. 


JERRY E. TRALINS 

MEMBERS: 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
RCDA 


Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous for Fairness” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 

NOV 17, 1965 


MR. ERIC P. NEWMAN 
P.0. BOX 14020 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
63178 


DEAR ERIC: 

I AM ENCLOSING VERMONT CENT WHICH WALTER BELIEVES TO BE EITHER 
21 OR RYDER 37 HOWEVER HE WAS BUSY AND NEITHER OF US HAD THE 800K WITH 
US SO WE COULD NT CHECK BUT SINCE I HAVE COMPARED THIS COIN TO RYDER 
21 AND I DONT BELIEVE ITS CLOSE, HOWEVER SIMILAR. INSTEAD OF BUYING 
THIS I WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED IN OBTAINING IN TRADE NICE CLEAN 
BETTER GRAOE COMMON VARIETY EARLY AMERICAN COINS, AND JUST SEND 
YOUR TRADE AS I AM SURE YOU WILL TREAT ME ALRIGHT. 

I AM ALSO SENDING A PINETREE THREEPENCE WHICH I DONT LIKE THE LOOKS 
OF IT IS SIMILAR TO A WYATT COPY INASMUCH AS THE PLANCHET APPEARS TO BE 
CUT FAR MORE SMOOTHLY THAN ALL THE NEW ENGLAND SILVER PIECES I HAVE SEEN. 
ANOTHER FACTOR WHICH DISTURBS ME IS THE ALL TO UNIFORM AND EVEN APPEARANCE 
OF THE STRIKE AND THE VERY WELL CENTERED POSITION OF ALL THE BEADING, ANYHOW 
I HAVE NOT BOUGHT THIS ONE YET AND WOULO CERTAINLY APPRECIATE YOUR OPINION 
ON THIS COIN. I AM BUYING IT FROM ABE HEPNER THROUGH MAJOR LAMBERTON AN OLD 
FRIEND OF MINE AND MR. HEPNER IS THE OLDEST LIVING MEMBER OF THE ANAK 
AND HE SAYS HE HAS HAD IT FOR YEARS IN FACT SO LONG HE DOS NT EVEN REMEMBER 
WHERE HE BOUGHT IT AND I ONLY HOPE I CAN REMEMBER HALF AS MUCH WHEN I 
AM NINETY YEARS OLD HA. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS NOTES I CAN NOT SEND UNTIL I CHECK WITH THE CLIENT OF 
MINE IN FORT LAUDERDALE AND I AM ABOUT READY TO RETURN THEM AS ALL CATALOGS 
I HAVE CHECKED THE TOPS THEY ARE BRINGING IS AROUND 16.00 IN VF TO PERHAPS 
THIRTY FOR AN UNC AND I MUST SPLIT THE PROFIT ON ALL I SELL OVER FOURTEEN 
DOLLARS AND AFTER PAYING FOR AN ADD WELL IT'S JUST NOT PRACTICAL... 



ur yvuiuh is I Ht UUITS^DUTCH COINS 
SURE SAW VERY WIDE USE IN THE COLONIES AND 


HAVE SOME INTERESTING CASTINGS OF BRITISH HALFPENNIES AND SOME STRUCK P 
WHICH I WOULO BET WERE MADE BY SOME OF THESE SILVER SMITHS 


ECES 


KINDEST REGARDS 


November 2h, 1965 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jerry: 

I want to see all of the castings and struck British 
halfpennies if they are those of George III. These are a 
matter I am currently studying so send them to me if you can. 
Many of mine were stolen over a year ago in my burglary. 

You are absolutely right as far as your decision on 
the Massachusetts paper money is concerned. They are very 
difficult to sell for over $10 because they are actually very 
common. I would like to check over the group for technical 
varieties in which I am interested and the owner might permit 



A quick look st the Pine Tree threepence indicates 
that it is definitely a Wyatt which was made in 1856 so your 
old friend could very well have had it for a long time. I 
will check it against my fake, which is in my safe deposit box. 
I also will check the Vermont. 

I will write you again after a few days. 

Sincerely, 


E N/atb 



December 7, 1965 


* 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 


Eric P. Newman 


Deer Jerry: 


My book on Pine Tree Coinage was out on loan, and 
now I can be a little clearer. 

The Pine Tree threepence which you sent me is a 
forgery and is illustrated as Fabrication K in the Noe book 
on the subject. It is not a Wyatt. It is a much Is ter piece 

of devilment. I presume it is yours but you certainly should 
not pay anything for a forgery of this kind. 

The Vermont piece is definitely Ryder 21 and I 



S ; neerely. 


EPN/atb 



January 11, 1966 


To Whom It May Concern: 

We have carefully examined what appears to be 
a Pine Tree three pence sent to us on November 17, 1965 
by Jerry Tralins. 

This piece is distinguishable by virtue of having 
a group of three dots in triangular form in bet:*een the 
words. It is an old forgery and is described and illus- 
trated in Sidney Hoe's book on Pine Tree shillings as 
Fabrication K. 

This piece should not be sold under any circum- 
stances. 


It so happens that we do not have an example of 
this forgery in our reference collection of forgeries 
which is generally used for opinions snd if the owner of 
this piece wishes to contribute it to this non-profit 
organization it would be most appreciated and he would 
have an income tax deduction for whatever value he con- 
sidered fair. 

An appropriate receipt will be given to the donor 
if he cares to cooperate* 


Very truly yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


By 

President 


E PH/* tb 


Form #105 


January 11,1966 


To 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 


MEMORANDUM 

From 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jerryt 


J's requested, I am returning the fake Pine Tree 
three pence with a letter which you can give to the owner. There 
is a copy of the letter for you. 

I will straighten out the Vermont coins, shortly, 
and look forward to receiving the coppers which you told me you 
were sending. 


I am so pleased that your wife is well again. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


February 11,1966 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jerry: 

You have been slightly neglected. 

thought in connection with t he Vermont piece you sent 
me is to send you another Vermont piece in the same condition 
and to add to it a North America token as your emolument. This 
will clean up the open matters, if it suits you. 

You were going to send me some imitation halfpence or 

evasions. I presume you, like myself, are a little beiind in 
your work. 


I was just up in Chicago, working on 
educational course and hope that it turns 
value. It is certainly difficult to get 
right foot. 


the Roosevelt University 
out to be of permanent 
things started on the 


+ u * l continue to do work on the New England stiver and hope 
that I have something interesting to report to you soon. 

In the meantime, don't let up on your research with respect to 


Cordia lly. 


E N/atb 


March 7, 1966 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jerryi 

The arrowhead is just what I needed - some flint to give me 
a spark. I am going to put it with my wampum and when we Indians 
get back the U.S. from the white folks it will be remonetized. 
Thanks . 

The group of coppers was interesting and I thank you for 
the opportunity of examining them. So far as I can tell all are 
of English origin. None are Machins Mills types. I am return- 
ing them under separate cover as I just cannot collect more 
English ones. 

I submitted your name to A.N.S. and you will hear from them 
if you haven't already. 

Itte always nice to hear from you as you dig up fascinating 
things . 

Kindest regards, 


EPN 
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Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“Famous for Fairness” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 


JERRY E. TRALINS 

MEMBERS: 

ANA 

LM F.U.N. 47 
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Jerry’s Coin Shop 

“ Famous for Fairness ” 

168 HIALEAH DRIVE • Phone 887-6873 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


May 21*, 1967 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Dear Jerry: 

The &20 Clark, Gruber & Co. coin submitted with your 
package of May 19, 1967 has been examined by us. 

In our opinion it is a gold-plated copper pattern of 
the rejected design. The gold plating is artificial but the 
under-coin is genuine. The riece is illustrated on page 85 
of a book entitled " Clark, Gruber & Co., a Pioneer Denver Mint”, 
written by Nollie Mumey. A cony of this book happens to be 
in a New Netherlands Coin Company auction on June 13-15* 1967. 
In the June, 1909 NUMISMATIST, page 165, there is an article 
by Edgar H. Adams pointing out that Virgil Brand had a Clark, 
Gruber & Co., triangular peak -t^O piece of i860 which was 
supposedly gold and states that the piece is only known in 
copper , 

Tour coin weighs 339 grains and has a specific gravity 
of .9. It therefore does not have the proper gold weight 
and its specific gravity proves that it is copper underneath. 

A little of the copper is shQwing on the edge between RU of 
GRUBER. 


The coin has been scratched to see whether it was 
pie ted but the thickness of the gold prevented the cooper from 
showing through. There are other areas on the coin where the 
plating is not well applied. 

The coin, therefore, is a mutilated and altered genuine 

piece. 


if we had more time we probably would be able to find 
other references to it but believe those above cited will 
silfice. Fbe Clark, Gruber is being returned herewith. The 
coppers we will look into later. 

It is always a pleasure to be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EPN/atb EDUC/TION SOCIETY 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


May 2li, 1967 


Mr. Jerry Tralins 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 

Deer Jerry* 

The $20 Clark, Gruber & Co. coin submitted with your 
package of May 19, 1967 has been examined by us. 

In our opinion it is a gold-plated copper pattern of 
the rejected design. The gold plating is artificial but the 
under-coin is genuine. The piece is illustrated on page 85 
of a book entitled ” Clark, Gruber & Co., a Pioneer Denver Mint", 
written by Nollie Mumey, A cony of this book happens to be 
in a Hew Netherlands Coin Company auction on June 13-1SU 1967 . 
In the June, 1909 NUMISMATIST, page 165, there is an article 
by Edgar H. Adams pointing out that Virgil Brand had a Clark, 
Gruber *t. Co., triangular peak $20 piece of i860 which was 
supposedly gold and states that the piece is only known in 
conper , 


Your coin weighs 339 grains and has a specific gravity 
of 8.9. It therefore does not have the proper gold weight 
and its specific gravity proves that it is copper underneath. 

A little of the copper is shdwing on the edge between RU of 
GRUBER. 


The coin has been scratched to see whether it was 
plated but the thickness of the gold prevented the copper from 
showing through. There are other areas on the coin where the 
plating is not well applied. 

The coin, therefore, is a mutilated and altered genuine 

piece. 


If we had more time we probably would be able to find 
other references to it but believe those above cited will 
suffice. The Clark, Gruber is being returned herewith. The 
coppers we will look into later. 

It is always a pleasure to be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EPN/atb EDUC/TION SOCIETY 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


